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completed his Cours de philosophie positive in six volumes in
1842, his Systime de politique positive w 1854. In his preface
to volume i of the Politique, written in 1851 from 10 rue
Monsieur le Prince, Comte tells how he gradually arrived
at his 'system/ Positivism, the religion of humanity,
sociology. The great event had taken place about
twenty-five years earlier,1 at the end of a long period
of training:
It followed from my own law of the hierarchy of sciences
that Social Philosophy could not assume its true character
and make its full weight felt, except so far as it was seen to
rest on the general results of Natural Philosophy as partially
worked out during the last three centuries. The problem of
direct reconstruction of the spiritual power started a train of
continuous thought lasting for eighty hours, the result being
the conception of a complete systematization of Positive
Philosophy as a necessary preliminary to the task. .. . Such,
then, was the result of this decisive crisis, which was speedily
followed by serious cerebral disturbance.
In other words, Comte had a serious mental affliction,
from which, however, he fairly soon recovered. He then
went on constructing his " really complete synthesis," of
which " Love is naturally the one universal principle."
Still writing in 1851, Comte noted:
Ten years ago, in the fifth volume of my Philosophy, I
made the frank confession that the Positive School still
essentially consisted of myself alone. Since that time the
position of Positivism has radically changed. Throughout
Western Europe men's thoughts and feelings are more and
more occupied with it, in spite of the formidable obstacles
to its popular dissemination interposed by our unworthy
Press*
The basis of Positivism, the new religion of humanity,
was the restoration of feeling to its proper position usurped
by eighteenth-century rationalism; it was " the culture
1 In 1826, when Comte was twenty-eight.